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work among the untouchables has been solid. . . . But I cannot say which province will be best this time. I have faith in all the provinces.
Q, Have you any fear that the impatience in India may prevent you from maintaining the movement on non-violent lines *
A. No, I think not If the people continue to respond and the mass character of the movement is maintained, violence will play no part.
Q, I don't want to embarrass you, but I cannot escape the conviction that some of the Muslims at the Round Table Conference have been more concerned about their communal claims than about Indian self-government.
A. I would not say that. I would say that their predominant concern is the guarding of what they consider to be the rights of Islam in India. That certainly occupies a very important place in their minds. But one has to say the same of the communal claims of the three sections* the Hindus, the Muslims and the Sikhs.
p_. Do you regard the communal "representatives" at the Conference as in fact representative, or would you say that the larger part of their communities are behind Congress?
A. Undoubtedly they are behind Congress. Otherwise, Congress could not do its work. We have had the hearty support of both Sikhs and Muslims. There are five Muslims on the Congress Working Committee. And they are not non-entities. They are really representative Muslim leaders,
&. Would you say that the National Muslim Party (which supports Congress) is more representative than most of the Muslim *'leaders" at the Conference?
A. Certainly. That is what Dr. Ansari, who is on our Working Committee, is always claiming. It may not be so true, perhaps, as Dr. Ansari thinks, but it is becoming truer day by day. There is no doubt whatever that it is true of the younger generation, which is turning from sectarianism.
Qr. Is this tendency in the younger generation a revolt against sectarianism only, or is it a revolt against religion itself?
A. It is difficult to say. I am not able to say that they are agnostics and atheists. I can only say that they have developed the spirit of toleration. Whether that signifies less appreciation of Islam and a waning of the religious instinct, I do not know.